
To the question: what must I do to be saved? the old gospel [Calvinism] 

replies: believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. To the further question: what 

does it mean to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? Its reply is: it means 

knowing oneself to be a sinner, and Christ to have died for sinners; aban-

doning all self-righteousness and self confidence, and casting oneself 

wholly upon Him for pardon and peace; and exchanging one's natural en-

mity and

rebellion against God for a spirit of grateful submission to the will of 

Christ through the renewing of one's heart by the Holy Ghost.

And to the further question still: how am I to go about believing on Christ 

and repenting, if I have no natural ability to do these things? It answers: 

look to Christ, speak to Christ, cry to Christ, just as you are; confess your 

sin, your impenitence, your unbelief, and cast yourself on His mercy; ask 

Him to give you a new heart, working in you true repentance and firm 

faith; ask Him to take away your evil heart of unbelief and to write His 

law within you, that you may never henceforth stray from Him. Turn to 

Him and trust Him as best you can, and pray for grace to turn and trust 

more thoroughly; use the means of grace expectantly, looking to Christ to 

draw near to you as you seek to draw near to Him; watch pray read and 

hear God's Word, 

worship and commune with God's people, and so continue till you know 

in yourself beyond doubt that you are indeed a changed being, a penitent 

believer, and the new heart which you desired has been put within you.

-JI Packer
("Introductory Essay to John Owen's The Death of Death in the Death of Christ," p. 21).
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There is no one in right standing with or that seeks after God on their own. I will be 

held accountable to the laws of God. (Romans 3:9-20) On the day of judgment  the evil 

ones will be separated out and thrown in the lake of fire. (Matthew 13:49-50) 

Even if I want to do what is right I do not have the ability to keep doing it on my own 

because nothing good dwells in me apart from Christ. (Romans 7:18) But, God the 

Father draws me in - He calls me out of the depths of my sin. (John 6:44)

Before Christ my heart is hard and I am storing up God’s anger against me and it is set 

to be given to me on judgment day because I deserve it. If I am self seeking and do not 

obey the truth I will have the full wrath of God on me. However, if I seek the Lord and 

I persevere in the truth I will receive eternal life. It does not matter how I started out or 

who I was; it only matters if I sought Jesus when He called. (Romans 2:5-11)

I once lived however I wanted doing whatever I wanted, but I was spiritually dead. 

But, even when I was foul and a God hater, God chose to have mercy on me. He loved 

me enough to give His son to pay the price for my sin. It is not 

because of anything I did but only because of the grace and kindness of God that I am 

able to carry on and receive eternal life. (Ephesians 2:1-10 & John 3:16)

You see when God called me I was able to believe and tell everyone that Jesus was 

raised from the dead after He paid the price for my sins. God saved me. (Romans 10:9)

Now I know God’s law and in my life there is less sin everyday. But, if I do sin Jesus 

is my advocate. He paid for my sins. And now my life reflects that in my actions. You 

see if I said that I know Jesus but my life was the same as before what would that say? 

(1 John 2:1-6)

God works everything together to accomplish what He wants. Whether it is good or 

bad He uses it to further His kingdom. So, if God is for me and works all things for 

good, then what do I have to worry about? (Romans 8:28-33) The Bible tells me the 

only thing I should fear is that which can destroy my soul and send me to hell. 

(Matthew 10:28)

So, now I have peace with God through Jesus and I can be joyful in every 

situation. I am not joyful because of the situation but because of what God is 

doing through it. (Romans 5:1-5)



What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that 

all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one; 

no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have 

become worthless; no one does good, not even one." "Their throat is an open grave; they 

use their tongues to deceive." "The venom of asps is under their lips." "Their mouth is 

full of curses and bitterness." "Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin 

and misery, and the way of peace they have not known." "There is no fear of God before 

their eyes." Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable 

to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 

through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

(Rom 3:9-20)

For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to 

do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 

(Rom 7:18)

But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on 

the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. He will render to each 

one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and 

honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do 

not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. There will be 

tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the 

Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also 

the Greek. For God shows no partiality. 

(Rom 2:5-11)

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 

course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 

work in the sons of disobedience-- among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 

flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 

with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ--by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he 

might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them. 

(Eph 2:1-10)



And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell. 

(Mat 10:28)

So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from 

the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. 

(Mat 13:49-50)

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him 

up on the last day. 

(Joh 6:44)

Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the 

Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are 

spirit and life. But there are some of you who do not believe." (For Jesus knew from the 

beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 

And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him 

by the Father." After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with 

him. So Jesus said to the Twelve, "Do you want to go away as well?" Simon Peter 

answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we 

have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God." 

(Joh 6:62-69)

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 

propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his 

righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who 

has faith in Jesus. 

(Rom 3:22-26)

because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

(Rom 10:9)

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 



And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 

Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth 

is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By 

this we may know that we are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the 

same way in which he walked. 

(1Jn 2:1-6)

I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows 

me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

(Joh 10:14-15)

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 

who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 

to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among 

many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called 

he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then shall we say to 

these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son 

but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 

Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 

(Rom 8:28-33)

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 

which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in 

our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's 

love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

(Rom 5:1-5)

For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 

deeds of the body, you will live. 

(Rom 8:13)

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 

believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 

because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judg-

ment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the 

light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light 



and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what 

is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried 

out in God." 

(Joh 3:16-21)

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my word, you are 

truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." They an-

swered him, "We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How 

is it that you say, 'You will become free'?" Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to 

you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house 

forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

(Joh 8:31-36)

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to 

my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 

that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge-- even as the 

testimony about Christ was confirmed among you-- so that you are not lacking in any 

spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you 

to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(1Co 1:3-9)

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! 

How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with 

him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 

him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We 

know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 

brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died 

has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 

live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, 

but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 

alive to God in Christ Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you 

obey its passions. Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, 

but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your 

members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over 

you, since you are not under law but under grace. 

(Rom 6:1-14)


